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Welcome to the jungle—the concrete jungle,
that is. Cities are sometimes called concrete
jungles because city people live among dense
buildings, streets, and sidewalks in much the
same way jungle wildlife lives among dense
plants and trees. You wouldn’t expect to see
parrots and alligators traipsing through a
concrete jungle, would you? Well, you’d better
think again!

It’s true that most of the animals you’ll
find in a city are the ones you’d expect to
see. Pigeons, squirrels, and rats have adapted
extremely well to city life, which is why you
can find an abundance of them in most every
urban area. But if you take a closer look, you
just might see something really wild in the
concrete jungle—like hawks, bats, and even
mountain lions!
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Of course not all wild animals are as
beloved as Austin’s bats. Some animals, such as
raccoons, are considered pests in urban areas.
Others, like bears, can be dangerous as well.
Raccoons are smart, and they can easily
adapt to all kinds of environments. If there are
no gardens to raid, they’ll just take their pick
of food from neighborhood garbage cans. If
there’s trouble above ground, raccoons will
travel through underground sewer systems.
And if you leave your front door open, you’d
better watch out! You might just find a mess
waiting in your kitchen when you return.

Other forest animals have also been lured
by the wealth of food in the city. Deer love
to graze in rural and suburban gardens, and
some herds have traveled all the way to the
city to find food. Unfortunately, deer can
make driving hazardous when they dart across
busy city streets. And bears, like raccoons, are
omnivores, so they’ll grab food wherever they
can find it. They’re one more reason to close
your garbage container tightly.

Raccoons, bears, and deer have
all been seen in urban areas.
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